Church Drive – Pulpit Announcements

When preparing an announcement to be used near the end of Mass on a Church Drive weekend, bear in mind that many people may be anxious to leave.  Less is more.  Try to make your announcement brief and to the point.  Talk to the parishioners about something they want so they become interested in our Order.  

Here are a few approaches:
· Pastor or Priest Personal Invitation – if your clergy members are fully behind the Knights and appreciative of the work we do, you can ask them to speak from the heart and make an announcement for us.  Suggest that he could thank the Knights for 2 - 3 projects or activities completed for the parish.  Ask the priests if they could use a version of, “I am a Brother Knight and I am asking you to join me to help support our parish.  Please see one of my Brother Knights after Mass for more information.”
· Knights of Columbus: Changing Lives and Saving Lives – “How would you like to help Save Lives and Change Lives?  In other words, would you consider joining a group of Catholics that Change Lives and Save Lives?  Well the Knights of Columbus does that.  We change lives by focusing on spirituality for instance our Council has organized (prayer services, rosaries, Bible studies, etc.).  Brother Knights help in the formation of our youth through basketball and soccer contests, poster contests, and essays.  We change lives of families by (name 1-2 local family projects or activities).  The Knights also Save Lives by (mention your local actions such as 40 Days For Life, Ultrasound fundraising, blood drives).  If you want to let Christ shine through you to others by Changing Lives and Saving Lives stop by to get more information from one of the Knights of Columbus after Mass.” 
· Pastor’s Project – If your parish or pastor has a large-scale project coming up, your priests and pastor could ask parishioners to help the Knights of Columbus on the project.  Your priest could simply announce, “Our parish needs your help on the _______ project coming up on ___________ (day, date, and times).  I need men to step up to volunteer to get this done.  The Knights of Columbus will be helping in to organize and work on this project but we need more men to get the job done.  If you are willing to help me on this, sign up at the tables outside after Mass.”   (Brother Knights would make sure to let all non-Knights who volunteer feel the warmth and camaraderie of our Brotherhood as they work side-by-side with us.)  Before they leave at the end of the project, seal the deal by asking them to join the Knights so they could help serve on future projects.
· Appeal to Fathers and Families – “Men, are you looking for a way to be a better father husband, brother, or son?.  You can become a better Catholic and a better man by serving side-by-side with the Knights of Columbus.  Membership in the Knights can help men to become leaders of their families, of the church, and of the community.  When Brother Knights organize and work on church activities, they become examples of service to everyone who sees their actions.  By volunteering, members of the Order walk the walk and not just talk the talk demonstrating to everyone that they are following the actions of Christ through service.  Find out how the Knights of Columbus can help you to be a better father, husband, brother, and Catholic.  Talk to one of the Knights after Mass to find out how our dozens of service projects can help you to be a better man.”
· Appeal to the Ladies – “Ladies, do you want the men in your life to be more involved in the Church?  Would you like to see your husband, father, brother, son or boyfriend more involved in serving others?  One way to get men more active in the parish, in the community, and in the family is to get them involved in the Knights of Columbus.  Membership in the Knights focuses men on serving others.  They hang around other men with good, Catholic values.  Men who become Knights become better husbands, fathers, brothers, sons, and friends through their service, fellowship, and action.  Isn’t it time for your man to look into becoming a Knight?   Bring him out to talk to one of the Brother Knights so they can give him more information.  You could even stop by yourself to give us his contact information so we could call him to explain what the Knights have to offer for him.  Be sure to stop by and see us today.”
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